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SENATOR  BRIDGES  CALLS  FOR  STATEMENT  OF  PEACE  AIMS  NOW 

Prefacing  his  prepared  statement  on  the  Senate  floor  May  23rd  with  a  few  remarks  on  the 
tranter  of  a  U.  S.  cruiser  to  Russia,  Senator  Styles  Bridges  of  New  Hampshire  added  to 
the  growing  n\imber  of  pre-invasion  demands  in  Congress  for  an  adequate  statement  of -war 
and  peace  aims  by  the  President  and  the  State  Department.  The  Senator  predicted  a  mili¬ 
tary  victory  for  the  United  Nations  but  said  that  the  prospects  of  an  enduring  peace 

are  more  uncertain  than  ever.  If  a  military  victory  is  to  be  the  only  issue  settled  by 
this  terrible  ordeal  of  fire  and  sword,  then  quite  obviously  this  was  not  and  is  not  our 
war.  ...  We  are  not  involved  in  this  terrible  struggle  merely  for  the  sake  of  bringing 
our  knowledge  of  modern  warfare  up  -to  date. 

"...  President  Roosevelt,  the  truth  of  the  matter  is  that  for  the  first  time  in  American 
history  millions  of  American  boys,  girls,  men  and  women  are  being  called  upon  to  make  the 
supreme  sacrifice  for  the  sake  of  an  ideal  •  which  has  lost  its  shape,  its  sound,  and  its 
content.  ...  it  is  not  right  that  a  free  people,  the  freest  people  on  earth,  should  be 
called  upon  to  sacrifice  their  all  while  neither  they  themselves  nor  their  loved  ones  on 
the  battlefield  nor  even  their  highest  legislative  representatives  know  what  the  sacri¬ 
fice  is  for. 

"...  Certainly  the  American  people  have  not  gone  into  this  struggle  for  the  purpose  of 
turning  over  Europe  to  the  control  of  any  nation  or  group  of  nations,  much  less  to  substi¬ 
tute  the  terrors  of  one  dictatorship  for  another.  It  is  not  and  it  has  not  been  our  in¬ 
tention  to  divide,  actually  or  in  effect,  the  war-torn  European  nations  into  special 
spheres  of  influence  or  to  reduce  this  or  tha-t  section  of  Europe  under  the  control  of  any 
nation  no  matter  how  benevolently  inclined  such  a  nation  might  profess  to  be.  In  your  si¬ 
lence  on  the  prospects  of  establishing  peaceful  relations  among  free  nations  in  Europe, 
let  me  remind  you  that  only  through  a  genuinely  international  organization  which  is  all 
inclusive,  wherein  ’all  nations,  great  or  small,  victor  or  vanquished,  ’  may  have  equal  op¬ 
portunity  to  collaborate,  can  the  highest  purposes  of  the  American  people  be  realized.  We 
have  no  desire  to  be  a  party  to  the  establishing  of  any  post-war  organization  which  is  to 
be  dominated  by  one,  -two,  three,  or  four  nations." 

Criticizing  the  mutilation  of  the  Atlantic  Charter  by  Mr.  Churchill  and  Mr.  Stalin  while 
the  President's  continuing  silence  seemed  to  give  assent,  the  Senator  said,  "President 
Roosevelt,  we  cannot  see  what  kind  of  a  peace  you  are  planning  after  the  mili-tary  victory 
is  won.  On  what  basis  will  an  organization  for  peace  rest  —  on  good  will  and  understand¬ 
ing,  or  on  a  continuance  of  armed  might  and  the  balance  of  power?  ...  I  urge  you  to  pro¬ 
claim  to  the  world  a  statement  of  peace  alms  which  are  in  keeping  with  the  universal  prin¬ 
ciples  of  the  Atlantic  Charter,  and  expressed  in  its  plain  and  unmistakable  language."  The 
New  York  Times  and  Washington  Star  published  accounts  of  the  Senator's  opening  comments  on 
the  cruiser's  transfer,  but  made  no  mention  of  the  main  speech. 

SHALL  THE  PEACE  BE  ORGANIZED  ON  THE  BASIS  OF  MILITARY  FORCE? 

The  hxrnian  race  is  in  the  midst  of  a  world  wide  discussion  on  the  most  complex  issue  of  the 
’character  of  the  peace  —  "What  military  force,  if  any,  shall  be  used  in  the  organization 
and  maintenance  of  peace?" 

Speaking  in  the  House  of  Commons  May  24,  Prime  Minister  Churchill  surveyed  the  main  trends 
of  British  foreign  policy  in  the  war.  Profoundly  disturbing  to  sections  of  the  British 
and  American  press  were  his  "kindly  words  about  Spain,"  his  statement  that  "the  A-l.  .rttc 
Charter  in  no  way  binds  us  about  the  future  of  ^Germany"  and  his  emphasis  on  post  war  amed 
control  by  the  Great  Powers.  The  Prime  Minister  wfent  on  to  say:  "We  must  undoubtedly  in 


our  world  structure  embody  a  great  deal  of  all ,we  have  gained  f o-r  the  world  by  the  struc¬ 
ture  and  form  of  the  League  of  Nations.  We  must  arm  our  world  organization  and  make  sure 
within  the  limits  assigned  to  it  that  it  has  overwhelming  military  power." 

Sumner  Wellee,  former  Under  Secretary  of  State,  in  a  ringing  speech  in  Nerw  York  May  18, 
called  for  a  political  organization,  representing  all  the  United  Nations,  which  should  be 
set  up  now,  saying:  "The  ability  of  the  United  States  to  exercise  its  influence  in  secur¬ 
ing  the  basic  objectives  which  it  believes  essential  as  the  fruits  of  our  victory  is  far 
greater  before  the  close  of  the  war  than  it  can  possibly  be  after  hostilities  have  ceased... 

"History  does  not  record  any  example  of  a  military  alliance  between  great  nations  which 
has  endured  for  more  than  a  short  while.  The  result  of  such  alliances  has  invariably  been 
that  during  their  continuance  the  partners  have  Jockeyed  for  individual  influence  and  for 
selfish  advantage.  At  best  they  have  given  rise  only  to  a  temporary  and  precarious  bal¬ 
ance  of  power. 

"The  employment  of  power  and  force  by  themselves  can  never  make  for  any  true  world  peace. 
A  real  peace  can  only  spring  from  the  consent  of  all  free  peoples  to  the  exercise  in  their 
name,  by  an  organization  entitled  to  speak  for  them,  of  such  power  as  may  be  required  to 
see  that  the  moral  law  upon  which  they  determine  is  maintained  between  nations..  And  no 
International  organization  can  prosper  unless  it  is  supported  by  the  strength  of  public 
opinion.  ... 

"Nor  do  I  believe  such  an  organization  can  survive  unless  it  is  predicated  upon  the  accep¬ 
tance  by  all  of  the  participating  nations  of  enlightened  principles  of  international  con¬ 
duct  and  unless  it  possesses  equitable  and  effective  means  for  the  pacific  adjudication 
of  all  controversies  as  well  as  the  force  required  to  maintain  peace." 

PRESIDENT  ANNOUNCES  PLAN  FOR  WORLD  LEAGUE 
TO  BE  SUBMITTED  TO  BRITAIN,  RUSSIA,  AND  CHINA 

President  Roosevelt  announced  on  Memorial  Day  that  the  first  draft  of  a  plan  for  a 
world  league  to  maintain  peace  was  ready  for  discussion  with  Great  Britain,  Russia  and 
China  who  have  been  invited  by  Secretary  of  State  Hill  to  send  representatives  here  to 
begin  conversations  on  the  proposed  new  international  organization.  Secretary  Hill  has 
reported  satisfactory  progress  in  the  discussions  with  the  bi-partisan  committee  of  eight 
Senators  with  whom  he  has  been  conferring  about  U.  S.  ideas  on  world  organization. 

UNIVERSAL  MILITARY  TRAINING 

The  Educational  Policies  Commission  of  the  National  Educational  Association  adopted  a 
statement  on  March  13  (for  full  text  write  to  the  N.E.A.  at  1201  16th  Street  N.W.  Washing¬ 
ton  D.C.)  opposing  adoption  during  the  war  of  peacetime  universal  military  training.  "We 
all  look  for  measures  of  international  cooperation  which  will- reduce  the  necessity  for 
largescale  postwar  military  establishments.  If,  against  the  background  of  these  great 
expectations,  a  year  of  compulsory  military  training  is  urged,  many  Americans  will  inter¬ 
pret  such  action  as  a  signal  for  the  return  of  the  cynicism  of  the  1920 ’s  or  as  an  admis¬ 
sion  that  we  shall  all  continue  to  live  in  an  armed  camp  and  that  the  hopes  of  a  more 
peaceful  world  are  not  to  be  realized. " 

The  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  National  Child  Labor  Committee  adopted  a  resolution  on  May  1 
opposing  action  on  peacetime  conscription  now.  Their  resolution  said  in  part:  "The  Na¬ 
tional  Child  lAbor  Committee  ...  believes  that  it  is  impossible  to  determine  now,  while  we 
are  in  the  midst  of  War,  whether  universal  militaiT-  training  will  be  necessary  to  maintain 
peace  and  security  after  the  War,  and  that  until  the  post-war  International  situation  is 
clarified,  this  country  should  not  depart  from  its  tradition  which  has  always  opposed  the 
conscription  of  youth  in  times  of  peace.  It,  therefore,  opposes  action  by  Congress  at  the 
present  time  on  bills  providing  for  post-war  compulsory  military  training  ...  there  should 
be  an  opportunity  for  citizen  groups  throughout  the  country,  including  men  in  military 
service,  to  debate  the  question.  It  urges  that  the  public  schools  be  used  as  meeting  pla¬ 
ces  where  young  people  and  adults  may  discuss  this  matter,  from  all  angles,  formulate 
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their  opinions,  and  express  them  to  their  elected  representatives.” 
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Brig.  Gen.  Walter  L.  Weihle,  director  of  military  training.  Army  Service  Forces,  urged 
universal  military  training  for  youth  at  the  National  Congress  of  Parents  and  Teachers  in 
New  York  City.  The  Board  cf  Managers  of  the  Congress  of  Parents  and  Teachers  nevertheless 
went  on  record  May  25  opposing  H, R, 1806  and  H, R.3947  or  ”any  like  measure  committing  the 
nation  at  this  time  to  a  post-war  program  of  universal  military  training. ” 

The  House  Committee  on  Post  War  Military  Policy  is  still  considering  the  proposed  merger 
of  the  Army  and  Navy  and  has  not  indicated  when,  or  if,  consideration  of  post  war  military 
training  will  be  taken  up  formally, 

CLOTURE  MOTION  DEFEATED  ON  ANTI-POLL  TAX  BILL 

The  Senate  refused,  44  to  36,  to  invoke  cloture  to  limit  debate  on  the  anti-poll  tax  bill, 
H.R. 7,  on  May  15,  after  a  week  of  continuous  discussion  on  the  measure.  Many  people  be¬ 
lieve  that  the  bill  would  have  been  passed  if  it  could  have  been  brought  to  a  vote,  After- 
v;ards  Senator  Wherry  of  Nebraska  secured  the  signatures  of  37  of  his  38  Republican  col¬ 
leagues  in  the  Senate  for  a  new  Senate  Joint  Resolution  132  (a  companion  bill,  H4J»Res,284 
was  also  introduced  by  Rep,  Winifred  C,  Stanley),  proposing  a  constitutional  amendment  to 
remove  the  poll  tax.  The  resolution  was  referred  to  the  Senate  Judiciary  Committee,  It 
is  doubtful  whether  Congress  will  take  aiy  further  steps  during  this  session  toward  remov¬ 
ing  poll  taxes . 

HOUSE  LABOR  COMMITTEE  TO  HOLD  HEARINGS  ON  PERMANENT  FEPC 

The  full  House  Labor  Committee,  of  which  Mrs.  Mary  T,  Norton  is  chairman,  will  open  hear¬ 
ings  June  1,  on  the  Dawson-Scanlon-LaFollette  Bill,  H.R. 3986,  for  a  permanent  Fair  Employ¬ 
ment  Practice  Commission.  This  measure  would  prohibit  discrimination  in  employment  be¬ 
cause  of  race,  creed,  color,  national  origin,  or  ancestry.  There  would  be  created  a  Fair 
Employment  Practice  Commission  of  seven  appointed  by  the  President  subject  to  Senate  ap¬ 
proval.  Under  the'  proposed  Act,  it  would  be  unfair  employment  practice  for  any  employer 
of  more  than  five  persons  to  refuse  to  hire  or  discharge  any  person  from  employment  because 
of  such  person’s  race,  creed,  color,  national  origin,  or  ancestry,  or  for  a  labor  union  to 
refuse  membership  or  to  discriminate  on  the  same  grounds. 

Rev,  Allan  Knight  Chalmers,  Minister  of  the  Broadway  Tabernacle,  and  A,  Philip  Randolph  of 
the  Brotherhood  of  Sleeping  Car  Porters  are  the  co-chairmen  of  the  National  Council  for  a 
Permanent  Fair  Employment  Practice  Committee,  1410  H  Street  N.W. .  Washington  5,  D.C. 

The  present  FEPC  appointed  by  the  President  on  June  25,  1941  handled^  nearly  10,000  com¬ 
plaints  of  discrimination  in  employment  during  the  first  eighteen  months  of  its  existence. 
This  year  it  has  been  vigorously  challenged  by  many  Southern  members  of  Congress  and  on 
May  26  the  House  of  Representatives,  by  a  four  vote  margin  of  123  to  119,  retained  in  the 
War  Agencies  Appropriation  Bill  an  appropriation  of  $500,000  for  the  FEPC.  The  War  Agen¬ 
cies  Appropriation  Bill  was  then  passed  247  to  58  (all  but  seven  of  the  opposition  were 
from  southern  states),  the  largest  vote  against  a  war  appropriation  measure  since  Pearl 
Harbor . 

C.O.s  AND  FOREIGN  RELIEF 


On  May  17,  a  hearing  was  held  by  the  War  Department  Appropriations  Subcommittee  of  the 
House  on  a  request  for  a  repeal  of  the  rider  introduced  by  Representative  Joe  Starnes  of 
Alabama  which  prohibited  the  use  of  Class  IV-E  men  (conscientious  objectors )  in  relief 
activities  abroad  even  when  paid  for  by  private  funds.  This  rider  was  attached  to  the  War 
Department  Appropriations  Bill  a  year  ago  and  repeated  in  the  proposed  bill.  Clarence 
Pickett,  executive  secretary  of  the  American  Friends  Service  Committee,  testified.  The 
Senate  passed  a  repeal  of  this  rider  last  December,  but  the  repeal  was  thrown  out  in  con¬ 
ference.  At  this  writing,  it  is  extremely  doubtful  if  the  way  will  be  opened  by  Congress 
for  medical  and  relief  service  abroad  by  conscientious  objectors. 
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IN  BRIEF 

The  bill  authorizing  the  initial  appropriation  of  1.450, 000, 000  recpiested  by  the  President 
on  the  part  of  the  United  States  for  the  United  Nations  Relief  and  Rehabilitation  Adminis¬ 
tration  is  still  in  the  House  Appropriations  Committee,  but  it  is  expected  to  be  reported 
out  next  week. 

The  House  Foreign  Affairs  Committee  held  hearings  some  time  ago  on  various  bills  to  change 
the  two-thirds  rule  for  Senate  ratification  of  treaties  to  a  majority  of  the  Senate  or  a 
majority  of  both  Houses.  There  is  some  prospect  that  such  a  proposal  may  get  favorable 
House  action  in  this  session  of  Congress. 

Hearings  have  continued  on  the  Bailey- Brewster  ”work-or-fight”  bill,  which  is  a  modified 
national  service  act,  but  it  is  not  considered  likely  that  the  Senate  Military  Affairs 
Committee  will  report  it  out  of  committee. 

The  Council  on  Christian  Social  Progress  of  the  Northern  Baptist  Convention  designated  May 
7  as  the  day  for  Baptist  members  to  write  the  Secretary  of  State  and  their  Senators  urging 
support  for  setting  up  world  government. 

On  May  8,  the  Senate  by  a  vote  of  63  to  1  extended  the  lend-lease  program  for  another 
year.  In  the  debate  it  was  urged  that  negotiations  be  undertaken  now  to  acquire  permanent 
title  to  Caribbean  bases  acquired  from  Great  Britain  in  exchange  for  50  overage  destroyers. 
Other  Senators  pointed  out  that  the  United  States  has  title  for  99  years  already. 

The  General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  U. S.A,  in  their  meeting  in  Chicago 
May  29  scored  the  simplified  tax  bill,  which  has  now  been  signed  by  the  President,  for  its 
failure  to  provide  credit  before  the  withholding  taxes  are  applied  for  gifts  for  churches, 
schools,  welfare,  and  philanthropic  institutions  up  to  the  present  15  per  cent  exemption 
from  income  tax.  ”We  must  move  at  once  to  a  level  of  benevolence  approaching  $1,000,000  a 
year  for  Presbyterian  higher  education,”  declared  Dr.  Paul  Calvin  Payne,  secretary  to 
their  Board  of  Christian  Education,  A  similar  resolution  was  passed  by  the  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  Convention  which  met  recently  in  Atlanta.  This  tax  bill  was  rushed  through  without 
open  hearings  either  in  the  House  Ways  and  Means  Committee  or  in  the  Senate  Finance  Com¬ 
mittee,  and  no  opportunity  was  given  for  amendments  from  the  floor  of  the  House  in  spite 
of  appeals  by  members  of  the  House  and  from  religious  and  educational  institutions  vitally 
affected. 

Although  conversations  have  been  carried  on  between  the  American  and  British  governments , 
no  positive  program,  to  our  knowledge,  has  been  undertaken  to  give  effect  to  S, Res. 100  and 
H.Res.221  for  extending  food  to  the  occupied  countries  as  requested  by  both  Houses  of  Con¬ 
gress,  Have  you  written  to  the  President? 


TO  THOSE  WHO  HAVEN’T  MET  US  BEFORE 

This  newsletter  Is  issued  approximately  once  a  month  while  Congress  is  in  session,  and  en¬ 
deavors  to  analyze  significant  legislation,  and  in  some  cases  administrative  developments, 
in  foreign  policy,  race  relations,  conscription  and  conscience,  relief  and  rehabilitation, 
immigration  and  naturalization,  and  problems  of  the  peace  settlement,  ”Friends  are  con¬ 
cerned  today,  as  they  have  been  in  times  past,  that  government  shall  act  wisely  and  justly 
in  furtherance  of  the  well-being  of  people.  Mankind's  biggest  job  now  is  to  eliminate  the 
institution  of  war,  to  prevent  the  militarization  of  the  human  mind,  and  to  create  a  true 
world  community,”  says  the  Friends  Committee  on  National  Legislation  in  its  Statement  of 
Policy,  The  newsletter  is. sent  on  request.  Contributions  are  solicited  to  the  budget  of 
$15,000  for  the  Committee's  work  this  year,  of  which  about  half  still  remains  to  be  raised. 
Will  you  help? 
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BALTIMORE,  F.G.C. 
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Furman  L.  Mulford 
Margaret  C.  Wagner 

BALTIMORE,  F.Y.M. 
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INDIANA,  F.Y.M. 
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•Murray  S.  Kenworthy 
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•Thomas  A.  Foulke 
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WESTERN,  F.Y.M. 
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Murray  C.  Johnson 
Sumner  Mills 
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Kelsey  E.  Hinshaw 
Glenn  A.  Reece 
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•JuLiEN  D.  Cornell 
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OHIO,  Cons. 

Albert  J.  Livezby 
Charles  P.  Morlan 
Gilbert  E.  Thomas 

OREGON,  Ind. 

Gervas  Carey 
•Levi  T.  Pennington 

GENERAL  CONFERENCE 

REPRESENTATIVES 
(To  be  appointed) 

UNITED  AND  INDEPENDENT 

MEETINGS 

William  H.  Adams 
William  J.  Blackburn 
Sheldon  D.  Clark 
Edith  Cope 
John  H.  Ferguson 
•Wilma  Ball  Morgan 
Francis  D.  Tyson 

AT  LARGE 

David  K.  Bruner 
•Harold  Chance 
•Errol  T.  Elliott 
Katherine  Turney  Garten 
•Philip  E.  Jacob 
•Henrietta  G.  S.  Jaqubtte 
•Esther  Holmes  Jones 
•Rufus  M.  Jones 
•Griffith  G.  Levering 
•Samuel  R.  Levering 
John  McVey 
Dwight  Michener 
•J.  J.  Newlin 
•Ray  Newton 
•Henry  H.  Perry 
•William  Plummer,  Jr. 
•Emily  Parker  Simon 
•Edith  Reeves  Solenberger 
•Edward  T.  Steel 
Charles  F.  Thomas 
•Percy  M.  Thomas 
Harold  N.  Tollefson 
•J.  Barnard  Walton 
Allen  J.  White 
•Richard  R.  Wood 


*  Samei  marked  with  an  asterisk  form  the  Executive  Committee 
F.G.C. — Friends  General  Conference, 

F.Y.M. — Five  Years  Meeting. 

Cont.— Conservative. 

Ind. — Indepersdent. 
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